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Non-profit website The Internet Archive , the brainchild of American 'digital librarian' Brewster Kahle, has announced 
the latest acquisition for their extensive online collection of text, audio, and visual content, with the past three years 
of major news content in the USA now accessible online. 
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Dating back to 2009, the news comes from all episodes of over 
1 ,000 shows from 20 different channels, with the number of individual programmes added for that period exceeding 
350,000. Featured content will include well-known brands such as CNN and Fox News, while also including 
lighthearted viewpoints on current events such as Comedy Central's The Daily Show. 

Also included are the three-year archives of magazine and feature shows such as 60 Minutes, while all content is 
accessible for free and searchable through the site's search engine, with a text entry looking for any news clip which 
has a similar phrase under its closed captions. All newer content from the featured outlets are expected to be made 
available 24 hours after its original airdate, in a deal made to avoid interfering with the business model of the 
networks, though the site is allowed to claim the content free of copyright restriction over a US government ruling in 
1976. 

Kahle, who operates the site from San Francisco (USA) and is funded in his work mainly by grants, notes of the 
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ambitions of his service, and of how looking at the past could help any of the site's two million daily users to find 
useful background information for current events: "We want to collect all the books, music and video that has ever 
been produced by humans. The focus is to help the American voter to better be able to examine candidates and 
issues [for 2012]. If you want to know exactly what Mitt Romney said about health care in 2009, you'll be able to find 
it." 

In addition to the free online content (which includes previously-added all-day news coverage of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks ), a researcher will be able to apply for entire programmes featuring the content they want in DVD format, 
which if approved will be given to them as a loan. 

The site is thought to have been inspired by the Library of Alexandria in Ancient Egypt, with the 'infinite capacity' and 
potential of the Internet serving as an inspiration to host as much of mankind's productions and history as possible. 
Kahle added of the potential behind the site's digital format (which hosts over 9,000tb of data): "You could turn all the 
books in the Library of Congress [which hosts around 300tb of data] into a stack of disks that would fit in one 
shopping cart in Best Buy." 

Planning to continue adding daily content along with 'going 
back' as far as possible for video footage (with Kahle seeing 
coverage of news shows in the 1950's as his main goal for the 
project), is The Internet Archive on its way to creating the most 
enviable free online content hub of all-time? 
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